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Kessel, Joseph The Lion 
Translated from the French Peter Green. Knopf. June 
22,1959. 244p. $3.75. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—July 


The attention the world presently focused the 
spirit nationalism stirring within the bosom dark 
but restless Africa. Recently, entire issues popular 
and not popular magazines have discussed the prob- 
lems its quickening masses. is, therefore, not sur- 
see novelists choose Africa testing for 
their tales theme for their stories. The Lion, 


the Book-of-the-Month Club selection for July, but 
the most recent illustration this fact reach Amer- 
ica. The author, Joseph Kessel, although mere name 
this country has reputation long standing 
France where has published least thirty novels. 
His most recent publication was edged out for the Prix 
des Critiques but was recently awarded the coveted 
Prix des Ambassadeurs jury French and for- 
eign 


Superficially, the story presents fairy-tale simplicity 
which quite deceptive. Patricia, the young daughter 
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white game warden Kenya national park, 
rescues and nurses cub lion who soon outgrows his 
surroundings and has released into the reserva- 
tion. The lion, however, remains friendly and main- 
tains daily trysts with his young mistress. 
parents, British settlers, display split allegiances and 
introduce Freudian elements into this primitive atmos- 
phere. Although devoted each other, they strongly 
disagree Patricia’s pet. The mother longs for the 
glitter society life, pines for the amenities gracious 
living and looks upon her daughter’s naturalistic pre- 
ferences with uncompromising disapproval. the 
other hand, the father, lusty warden and animal lover, 
casts loving eye the young girl’s activities. The 
climax comes when African teen-ager, member 
the proud Masai tribe, expresses his desire have 
Patricia wife during ritualistic ceremony and faces 
the lion unarmed order establish his manhood. 
effort save the life the Masai the father kills 
the lion, but doing breaks the spirit his 
daughter. 

The story told anonymous nature lover, un- 
doubtedly Kessel himself. This lends atmosphere 
mystery the tale and deepens the mystical import. 
Like Romain Gary his Roots Heaven Kessel adopts 
the African animal symbol the free spirit which 
currently animates the nationalistic movements. Un- 
fortunately, they seem convinced that the presence 
man marks regressive stage the evolutionary 
process. They look with longing upon the time when 
man roamed free and irresponsible his irra- 
tional counterpart. The characters, particularly Patri- 
cia, are interestingly and precisely traced, but this does 
not prevent them from presenting weird and distorted 
personalities. The prose, even translation, sweep- 
ing, and the descriptive passages often rise great 
beauty. Children will undoubtedly read this book be- 
cause the fairy tale appeal with which presented 
but only adults will able grasp its psychological 


overtones. 
Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 

Bristow, Gwen Celia Garth 
Crowell. May 20,1959. 406p. $4.50. 
(Literary Guild 


Miss Gwen Bristow’s new novel Charleston, South 
Carolina, during the Revolutionary War, ought cap- 
ture the romantic imaginations countless readers. 
Her heroine and title character, Celia Garth, or- 
phaned sewing apprentice Mrs. Thorley’s fashionable 
shop for dressmaking September, 
needlework and independence please such aristocratic 
ladies Vivian Lacy, mistress Sea Garden and five 
times married, and Beatrice Courcey Rand Bell- 
wood. When the latter’s son Captain James Rand 
gains Celia’s promise marry, the reader trusts that 
they will settle the comfort gracious Carolina 
plantation. But such dreams, enjoyed mostly the 
lovers themselves, are destroyed when “Butcher” Tarle- 
ton’s British forces ravage the area. Bellwood de- 
stroyed, and James and his family are killed. Celia 
temporarily takes shelter Sea Garden, trying re- 
cover from the loss her fiancé. 


SELLERs 


Sea Garden, one Vivian’s sons previous 
riage, dashing member Francis Marion’s valiant 
guerrillas, Luke Ansell, persuades Celia return 
Mrs. Thorley’s Sewing Shop spy for the revolutionary 
cause. Out memory James, and inspired Luke, 
Celia enthusiastically consents the plan. There. 
after, she relays useful pieces information Marion’s 
forces, transferring them chiefly through Luke, who 
arranges meet her Mrs. Wescott’s tea room. 
not surprising that this brave young officer should 
fall love with his trusted spy, nor that she should 
reciprocate his affections. Besides, Miss Bristow has 
had enough spying for one war, and time for 
interlude comfort. Luke arranges transport 
Ceclia his mother’s estate, one the few plantations 
not yet taken over the British their American 
sympathizers. Sea Garden the lovers are quietly 
married quickly-arranged ceremony. Luke has 
little time spare from his assignments with Marion’s 
guerrillas. Sea Garden, moreover, proves 
ing place for Marion and his officers. They appear and 
disappear unaccountably through secret passages that 
lead from the house secluded boathouses river 
backwaters. Miss Bristow misses opportunity 
introduce excitement, adventure, and melodrama into 
her story. 


About the time that Celia realizes that she pregnant, 
Vivian forced relinquish Sea Garden the 
Celia’s terms confinement are multiplied, inas 
much she must remain serve hated mistress 
that she can head off Luke one his 
able visits. Happily, before Celia’s daughter born, 
Luke returns with Marion’s army. They announce that 
Cornwallis has surrendered Washington, and then 
they evict the Tories from Sea Garden. the 
end, peace returns Charleston: the British and their 
sympathizers are embarking from the harbor, Vivian 
Lacy making her home the city, and Celia and 
Luke share the joy liberated Sea Garden. 


Celia Garth’s story adventurous and romantic 
otic and sentimental. Miss Bristow’s historical novel 
presents abundant terror, but the terror endured 
civilians more than the terror bloody battle. The 
general public will find trace the realistic, 
tailed description love and war that often char 
acterizes this variety fiction. the book 
successfully brings life the patriotic Revolutionary 
fighters exciting story that promises best 


seller. 
Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Andric, Ivo The Bridge the Drina 


Translated from the Serbo-Croat Lovett Edwards. 
Macmillan. June 23, 1959. 314p. $3.50. (Ila) 

The idea bridge over the river Drina the 
Serbia boundary was first conceived the imagination 
ten-year-old boy one morning 1516. sawit 
its completion 1571, and for three hundred 
the bridge remained “white, solid, and invulnerable 
generations renewed themselves beside the 
and the bridge shook from itself, like dust, all the 
traces which transient human events had left 
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Andric, Yugoslavia’s foremost novelist, grew 
Visegrad, went school Sarajevo, and studied 
the universities Zagreb, Vienna, Cracow, and Graz. 
belonged the National Revolutionary Youth Or- 
ganization, was imprisoned during World War later 
joined the Yugoslavia diplomatic corps, and 
outbreak World War was Yugoslavia Minister 
Berlin. associated with the Yugoslav Libera- 
tion Movement and member the National 
Yugoslavia and has been recently awarded the State’s 
“Prize for Life Work.” 

The Bridge the Drina considered among 
Ivo Andric’s most important works and was published 
Belgrade 1945. The English language editions 
were translated from the Serbo-Croat Lovett Ed- 
wards and appeared 1959 England and the 
United States. 

The Bridge the Drina cannot contained within 
the usually accepted limitations our definition 
novel. Its scope too vast; its characters too numer- 
ous; its time span too long. The author calls 
chronicle and that would seem the more fitting term. 


Andric has genius for portraying the human char- 
acter, the stubborn resistance, and the violent history 
the Balkans ponderous and sweeping literary 
manner sparked with occasional flash wit and 
irony. The Bridge the Drina not light summer 
reading; only the tragic and the near-tragic events wit- 
nessed the bridge through three and half centuries 
are described. not, however, morbid and for- 
bidding book, for Ivo Andric has faith and hope for the 
future mankind intact. 

This serious and good reading. sincerely hope that 
the forerunner many more English translations 
other Mr. Andric’s works. 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 


Busch, Niven California Street 
Simon and Schuster. June 22,1959. 377p. $4.50. (IIb) 


California Street one those tough, hard-hitting 
affairs, with many low blow being landed, which, 
within the span few days, sees family torn asunder 
two its daughters seek wrest control busi- 
ness from their father. While most the real action 
takes place between the moment Jessica Saxe closes her 
eyes death until her mortal remains are returned 
the earth, the preliminary lining-up forces brought 
into focus through number flashbacks. 


Anchylus Saxe had come San Francisco with the 
hayseed his hair and fierce determination ac- 
quire wealth and power coursing through his blood. 
Through fortuitous marriage gained control 
The San Francisco Day, which daily voiced the opin- 
ions its ruthless owner whose affluent home 
fornia Street belied the crude behavior its master. 
Saxe’s marriage with Jessica two daughters had 
been born, Alexandra and Sharon, while his illegiti- 
mate laughter, Pamela, whose mother had been street- 
walker, was subsequently adopted into the family. 
enough she, happily married and the mother 
two children, who stands her father through the 
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struggle from which emerges very much bloodied 
but scarcely unbowed. The one who comes off second 
best the real instigator the plot, Alexandra, who 
had been motivated pride and maddening desire 
for revenge. 


While Sharon had married, although not too happily, 
Bradley Iverson, newspaperman whose assignments 
kept him Washington most the time, Alexandra, 
beautiful, wild and promiscuous, became the inter- 
national belle whose escapades and marriages made ex- 
cellent column for the gossiping pen Letty Meeker, 
The Day’s society editor. Having eloped the night 
her coming-out party, Alexandra’s first marriage was 
quickly terminated only followed one 
Hungarian baron who murdered when returns 
home help his mother escape from behind the Iron 
Curtain. Thereafter Alexandra’s friendships were 
varied and sundry. any rate, while still her 
teens she had learned that she and her sisters would 
inherit the majority control the newspaper upon the 
death their mother. Thereupon she was bent 
ousting her father from his position followed 
immediately the firing Letty Meeker. Unex- 
pectedly, however, upon Jessica’s death, Sharon, 
temporary love truce, throws her weight behind the 
syndicate with which her husband associated, and 
which had been buying into The Day secretly. 
tremendous show force lively and dramatic 
stockholders’ meeting, Saxe’s loyal supporters manage 
maintain slim balance power which sufficient 
for him retain his executive control and majority 
the board. Sharon set separation from Brad 
and Alexandra newly married the brand inspector 
her ranch, Saxe spends his closing years with occa- 
sional visits amid the peaceful surroundings Pamela’s 
growing family. 


California Street solid entertainment with finely 
conceived and well-developed plot although not too 
surprising the final outcome. Realistically portrayed, 
ably peopled with characters who come very much 
alive and make their presence felt. Rough language, 
blunt and outspoken its description the immoral 
and amoral behavior those people, story which 
might well handled those who are able 
discriminate their reading. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Blacker, Irwin Taos 
World. June 15,1959. 478p. $5.95. (IIb) 


Not often does reviewer meet the painstaking scholar- 
ship that Mr. Irwin Blacker provides the setting 
Taos. This novel presents vivid and full picture 
the 1680 Pueblo Revolt and the Spanish withdrawal 
Mexico. 


The story opens with pueblano runners carrying the 
message the impending revolt their fellow Indians 
the Spanish villages. The date the uprising was 
set for August 10. Don Antonio Otermin, the Gover- 
nor the province New Mexico residing Santa 
Fé, unaware trouble. His confidant Maestre 
Campo Pando. 
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Taos, the holy city the Indian religion, contained 
the kivas seven peoples. was here that Popé, the 
medicine man San Juan organized the rebellion 
against the Spanish and their religion. Don Jaime 
Marcosran ruled the Taos post with fairness the 
Indians. him resided his motherless daughter 
Manuela and also Juan Taos, Indian waif whom 
Don Jaime reared the Spanish tradition and who 
later commanded the Indian outbreak. 


(fictional) Santa Flora, Fray Julio Malinda and 
Beatriz Ramirez dominated the mission with four great 
bull mastiffs that could kill. 


Fifty leagues the south Santa lay Isleta, the 
headquarters Don Alonso Garcia, the Lieutenant 
Governor. His family included his wife Josefa, 
his mestiza mistress Nita and her four sons. 


August the Spanish heard about the planned up- 
rising and the Indians struck August The revolt 
destroyed all Spanish civilization. Beatriz’ dogs were 
killed her black slave Jorge who fled. She was 
raped and later killed. Fray Julio, away mission, 
escaped south. 


Taos, Popé delivers declaration independence. 
Don Jaime attacked and blows himself and many 
Indians. His daughter had previously wandered off, 
was found Juan Taos, secreted him holy 
cave and eventually went off with him the west. 


Don Alonso Garcia summoned all settlers Isleta but 
was forced his council move south against the 
Governor’s orders. Josefa decided return 
Spain with soldier. Caught compromising situa- 
tion Nita, her husband’s mistress, she watches the 
two kill each other. 


Meanwhile beleaguered Santa position becomes 
impossible. successful sortie against the southern 
Indians, Otermin wounded. second encounter, 
almost killed. 


After successful morning sally against the Indians, 
one thousand Spanish boldly march out Santa 
August and head toward Isleta. The Indians 
follow the column, attack once and are repulsed. When 
Otermin finds Isleta empty, indulges liquor for 
two days. ride outside the camp meets the 
incoming Fray Julio, who, converted witnessing the 
murder fellow fray, joins the column and restores 
its morale. 

Otermin sends message Garcia, who returns north, 
arrested and later exonerated. The two columns are 
finally united September 13. 

Taos solid novel that uniformly interesting and 
occasionally breath-taking the grand manner 
Scott. And Scott, almost every chapter ravels 
different strand the story. 

there central character, Otermin, the day- 
by-day account whose withdrawal from Santa 
was foreshortened the previous sketch. general 
the characters are treated the epic manner. 


Although the whole Taos good straight prose, Mr. 
Blacker achieves distinction several passages. 
knowledge Spanish glossary would considerably 
help when the reader first encounters foreign words. 
The occasional philosophizing life and religion 


Best 


rather naive. And the frequent description 
marital affairs limits the range readers. 


Joachim Daleiden, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Kramer, Martin Sons the Father; 
Macmillan. June 30, 1959. 342p. $4.50. (IIb) 

Martin Kramer’s second book not novel the 
usual sense. has half-dozen heroes, virtually 
many heroines, and like number stories 
mingled common development that follows 
characters from adolescent toleration the world 
adult realization man’s puny pretensions. 
turally original and skillful; thematically 
thoughtful, provocative, and occasionally 
The central characters are convincingly real, but one 
does wish that American youth were not wholly repre. 
sented beatnik, bohemian, and bumptious specimens. 


The account studies six young Californians, drawn 
gether college common interest art and bya 
sophisticated contempt for Philistine 
Each one’s experiences develop him into disillusioned 
maturity that leaves him, though not chaste, 
chastened and changed. most cases the very values 
originally condemned become finally embraced. 
Early leader the group Marion McNaughton: 
painter, poet, profane despiser the conservatism typi- 
fied his mother’s work public library. Life 
away his intellectual sensitivity and turns him 
librarian himself, and eventually captured 
other librarian’s pectoral prominence 
wiles. the end rejects poetry, wife, and all 
primitive escape beachcombing. 

George Morley III, robust Goliath, the son 
millionaire seems have the surest road 
His masculinity, moreover, makes Betty Nixon early 
sexual conquest and promises sustained success the 
same sort. Communim, however, seduces him and 
leads his disinheritance. Following disillusioned 
fighting Spain and the World War, returns 
crude, embittered, and wasted man. Betty, meantime, 
marries her prissy, lecherous employer expedient 
means security. 

Virgil Benthwick shows contrasting progression. The 
son British aristocrat, originally liked for his 
youthful and elegant urbanity. But develops 
into commercial artist who cuckolds his employer 
with brazen, libidinous wife; turns cynically 
and ends San Quentin. 

Robb Nixon’s early problems are his albinism and 
apparently hopeless love for his art teacher, Mrs. Dore 
thy Rossiter. Circumstances eventually make 
possible, but both reject and live appetitive 
cohabitation without spiritual union. 

The one who figures least the book the one with 
the greatest stability and the best goal. This Johnny 
Rue, timid but talented negro who bears racial dis 
crimination with equanimity and courage. 
finds mate, fair-skinned enough pass for 
who could have captured someone socially promising 
but she wants only Johnny. Convinced his 
tial greatness artist, she lives with him and 
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ports him for three years before they enter what proves 
the only happy marriage the book. 


Last the sextet, and the one who does most tie 
together the disparate stories, Terrence Collins. 
comes from impoverished background and develops 
into the most artistic and wealthy member the lot. 
Rich, plump Mrs. Golmayer first makes him her pro- 
Then becomes nurse widowed Mr. Morley, 
displaces George heir, and eventually receives the 
whole fortune with idea how use it. Lacking 
self-confidence artist and man, achieves 
moderate stature through travel and few sexual con- 
quests. But the course the war finds surcease 
from his sense inadequacy through the affection 
army captain. concluding letter Robb 
announces his plan give the Morley fortune 
George and Betty while and the captain settle 
Mexico. 


These highlights justice the plentitude in- 
cident, much unconventional though not salacious, 
the steadily acute analysis character. keep 
story going six fronts, even though the saltatory 
technique can occasionally annoying, also feat. 
The most rewarding feature, however, comes from con- 
templation: one’s early attitudes are often curiously 
and ironically twisted vicissitudes, but each son 
the father his own fate. This not naturalistic 
display man the plaything circumstance. What- 
ever fortuitous there might about Mr. Morley’s 
cancer other forces affecting the plot, the outcome 
each character shaped primarily his own de- 
cisions and personality. Obviously this judgment, 
well much the narrative, calls for mature reader. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Lima, Sigrid Praise Fine Day 
Random House. June 23,1959. 179p. $3.50. (IIb) 


young American artist, more less disowned his 
Pennsylvania family, uses the funds has get him- 
self Rome and there install himself the least ex- 
pensive dwelling can find, order with 
his painting. His landlady, anxious for her rent, engi- 
neers liaison with enigmatic couple, Mara and 
Mara needs husband because she pregnant 
and Isaak cannot marry her, presumably because 
has wife already. The American, after suitable resist- 
ance, finally succumbs the plot, and alternates be- 
tween despising himself and despising the other two 
who are involved it. 


aura mystery surrounds everything—not only 
the unmarried couple, but many their actions. Mara 
comes the American’s room one occasion, for ex- 
ample, and allows him make love her. Why, 
sure. And neither, unfortunately, the reader. 


intriguing, somewhat spooky little story with 
certain suspenseful twist, the novel pleasant enough 
Miss deLima evokes sections Rome and 
some the Italian temperament—notably the quite 
amusing wedding scene. Her writing tends the 
breathless, with too many commas where periods ought 
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be; but she has managed create rather believable 
rogue her hero. 


pleasantly sophisticated literary exercise. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


Culp, John Born the Sun 
Cloane. June 444p. $4.95| 

Here Texas after the Civil War—at least, the Texas 
legend. Born the Sun has standard heroes: the 
brave and resourceful ranger, quick the draw, de- 
voted justice, outlawed the union’s vindictive 
legislation; loyal cowboys who are witty, inured hard- 
ship, courageous, unselfish; and young boy, the pri- 
mary hero, whose age most indefinite but who 
obviously full-fledged—though miniature—hero. The 
book has some standard villains, too: Indians, course, 
and pillagers with touch the carpetbagger about 
them. The heroes fight the villains and the elements, 
some are killed, some hurt, but the boy leads the herd 
triumphant crossing the dangerous Red River 
the family fortunes, like those Texas, seem 
good hands. short, Mr. Culp has written 
tale that has many the elements the heroic west- 
ern; but has been skillful enough keep his story 
moving, has worked some good, rough, humor, 
and has given much scope his narrative that 
his naiveté bears some resemblance the grand sim- 
plicity the epic. 


His age not the only uncertain attribute Mr. Culp’s 
hero; even his name remains unknown. always 
called “Kid”; his friends apparently know his full name 
but they refuse reveal the reader. The boy 
symbol all that Texas supposed mean—free- 
dom, resentment the wrongs reconstruction, joy 
the great outdoors, independence, generosity, in- 
genuity. When very small, the youngster has his own 
wild hogs keep track of; little later, has his own 
small herd longhorns; fights Indians and goes 
twice the long cattle drive Abilene. His friends 
are all the legendary sort, great men fight, heed- 
less risk and hardship, always humorously wise 
their own way. what seems wistful idealism, 
the author gives the boy two youthful companions, one 
negro, the other Mexican. And make sure that 
nothing the Southwest omitted, the youngster even 
has Indian burial cave where communes with 
the spirits the dead and learns about the unity 
mankind. this pseudo-mysticism banality the 
worst sort, is, nevertheless, piece with the rest 
the book, with the bombast and the platitudes that 
mar the work. 


Despite its reverence for catchwords, however, and de- 
spite its very questionable glorification Texans, Born 
the Sun tells good story. The playfulness the 
cowboys, for instance, may old fiction but Mr. 
Culp makes quite funny the deft use implica- 
tion and understatement. The story swift without 
being spasmodic. Two drives Abilene are described, 
one great length, one rather briefly, and both very 
well. Although naive assumptions lie behind its char- 
acters and its incidents the novel generally interest- 
ing, occasionally fascinating. times Mr. Culp seems 
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painfully unsophisticated, but story-teller 


considerable power. 
William 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Cole, Burt Olimpia 
Macmillan. June 16,1959. 153p. $3.50. (IIb) 
This short book, shorter than its 153 pages would 
indicate because the printing widely spaced the 
pages; but is, with some reservations, both interesting 
and well-written. Barcelona, the Catalan capital, seems 
the heroine the book, least its central 
theme. There picaresque romance, involving 
lovely lady who not only beautiful, but mercenary, 
curious and adventurous, woman whose name derives 
probably from the Tales Hoffmann which Olim- 
pia beautiful who causes the hero much 
woe. This Olimpia, however, causes little woe any- 
one but herself, and she ignores that since she has 
saved herself from boredom. The slight story told 
old man casual way; and the narrator 
sophisticated and extremely observant, much 
become almost the central character. But Olimpia 
chiefly story Barcelona, day day. And, strange- 
enough, the tale devoid sexual incident, al- 
though concerns Olimpia’s being “seduced” into giv- 
ing her favors gratis enterprising, gifted but un- 
glamorous youth. 
The book has, however, three defects. First, too 
short, leaves one unsatisfied that all that need 
told has been told; second, the ending the tale 
unconvincing and fantastic; third, the attitude the 
narrative tends condone and glamorize immoral 


conduct. 
James 
Buffalo, New York 


Taber, Gladys Spring Harvest 
Putnam. June 12,1959. 256p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Mrs. Gladys Taber, college professor’s daughter now 
married another college professor, has put her knowl- 
edge small college town crises into this light, but 
well-written “summer novel” the excitements en- 
gendered the approach “commencement” the 
lives her many characters. The miserable home life 
President Wallace small, Methodist, co-ed Wester- 
College, (not far from Milwaukee), comes head 
graduation time. Professor Mark Allingham loses 
the one star pupil thought could have become 
famous singer. Miss Nelson, piano teacher, fears retire- 
ment; Lizbeth Fowler rejected sorority and 
suicides; Dean Richardson loves President Wallace, 
but life has almost passed her by. 

But. the major action centers around Julie Prescott, 
daughter the head the geology department, and 
Mike, the poor and stalwart athlete who want marry 
Julie when graduates. Julie’s mother, Sybil, the 
best drawn all the characters, and one suspects that 
Mrs. Taber had called her memories her own 
mother doing so. Through all the din and tears and 
petty crises, Sybil the beacon strength and hope, 
her one weakness being try solve all problems 
feeding her consultants some her delicious coffee 
and scones, whatever being created her neigh- 


Best 


borly kitchen. Adult readers and older 


should enjoy it. 

Brother Gerald Edward, 

Wheaton, Maryland 

Campbell, Patricia Silver Fruit 
Macmillan. June 16,1959. 233p. $4.00. (III) 
Silver Fruit turbulent novel concerned primarily 
with the relationship between the aristocratic and snob 
bish Cummings family who dominate the town Por 
Garry, Washington, and the Stacy family social 
standing and with definitely clannish outlook. Loy 
Stacy who tells the story her growing up, 
“best friends” with Dee, granddaughter patriarch 
Amory Cummings. Both sense they reach 
lescence that some strange bond exists between the two 
families. Betsey Wolfkill Stacy, mother Lou, was 
the heroine previous novel Patricia 
novel which this reader has not read nor does intend 
to. her youth, Betsey had been the mistress Asa 
Cummings, quiet brother Amory C., and Asa, 
though himself married and the father son, was 
also the father Betsey’s older children. 
found neither family particularly attractive. There 
are too many problems, too many cross-currents, too 
many years bitterness and unhappiness, too many 
emotionally off-balance people, perhaps, for one 233 
page novel. Much the story races and roils and 
broils and there’s good bit mud stirred asa 
result. 
Mrs. Campbell’s pace easy and fast. The 
Northwest setting affects the story very little this 
might have taken place any small town dominated 
single family. The title comes from poem 
Walter Mare. missed its significance. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Williams, Eric Dragoman Pass 
Coward-McCann. June 19,1959. $3.95. 


suspense rescue tale, this catches fire only after 
about two-thirds the travelogue has been finished. 
that sounds cryptic, perhaps you should know that 
Mr. and Mrs. John Starte are making auto tour, 
modified-for-the-purpose Landover, across Hungary, 
Rumania, Bulgaria. They were aiming Russia, too; 
but Rumania they found another Britisher political 
prisoner and felt compelled rescue him. not 
prepossessing pleasant companion; but they elude 
all pursuit and Burt Carter presumably swims Turkey 
Greece and freedom, while the Startes merrily dash 
across border same direction. Since Mr. Williams 
and his wife made similar tour the summer 
1956, the geographical details are authentic and political 
details sound true. 


Goodman, Paul The Empire City 
Bobbs-Merrill. May 25, 1959. 621p. $6.95. (IV) 


The hero this novel character named Horatio 
Alger, and the story carries from the late 
the present time. boy, Horatio did not 
school; was educated the streets New York 
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City, learned read from newspaper headlines. Al- 
though takes employment later life, marries 
woman named Rosalind and has two children, does 
not give himself his work. Conventioanl for period, 
becomes reader the Herald Tribune, Eisen- 
hower enthusiast, member the PTA; but happen- 
ings disillusion him and returns his role rebel, 
the perfect hero (according Mr. Goodman) because 
apart from our mad society and can therefore see 
life sensibly and clearly. 

The thesis The Empire City “people not live 
sensibly, which can demonstrated the most obvi- 
ous evidence; yet, when ourselves try live other- 
wise—for impossible live way you are con- 
vinced stupid and senseless—we find that the only 
practical things have learned are just the ones 
know stupid, senseless, calamitous.” Mankind, 
(or the author puts must either 
conform “the general error” and “doomed”; 
“dissent from it” and “maimed.” Some Mr. 
Goodman’s characters rebel against society and are 
maimed. brother Lothar misunderstood, 
imprisoned, and finally stabbed death his young 
son; Horatio’s beauteous sister Laura hangs herself. 
Some the characters conform society and they 
are lost: Wily old Hugo Eliphas, who adopted parent- 
less Horatio, meets lonely, pathetic death; Hugo’s son 
Arthur joins the army and killed World War II. 
the end the story, Horatio alone still prepared 
and willing carry the eternal warfare rebellion 
against insane society. 


‘This novel the result cross-breeding James Joyce’s 


Ulysses with Franz Kafka. Through his characters Mr. 
Goodman presents the foibles regimentation, or- 
ganization men, mass industrialism, war, American 
education. his ridicule these matters can pro- 
voke considerable thought through various episodes 
through such meaningful phrases “the duration will 
last longer than the war”; but many his ideas are re- 
peated nauseam. has tendency take de- 
batable (to say the least) idea, such “people want 
put themselves jeopardy order feel some- 
thing” and repeat over and over were 
established truth. has read well such writers 
Freud, Gide, and the German philosophers; in- 
clined accept much their vaporizings dogma; 
religion socially approved psychosis” and, 
quie evident, has knowledge the whole 
Judaeo-Christian religious tradition, purpose meaning. 


True, there some moving and effective writing 
number sections this novel, e.g., the description 
Eliphaz’s death, and the relation Lothar’s fate 
and river-burial. There some excellent comedy 
the grand piano episode and the satire the Na- 
tional Industrial Boycott. But, general, this novel 
not success. There occasional indecency, solely for 
the sake indecency, the satire St. Patrick and the 
serious Irish depopulation problem, for instance, both 
adolescent and scurrilous. More than that, The Empire 
City much too long, choppy and episodic. The 
pace hesitant, digressive and considerable 
part the book simply boring and tedious. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 


New York, New York 
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Petrakis, Harry Mark Lion Heart 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. June 1959. 238p. $3.95. (IIb) 
the title suggests, this novel written the first 
person. Since also the first novel for Mr. Petrakis, 
one might expect autobiographical; and some 
extent undoubtedly is. The author grew 
Chicago’s industrial South Side, where the plot the 
book laid. His father was Greek Orthodox minis- 
ter. The characters are vividly portrayed that the 
reader feels they must have been drawn from real life. 
But there the resemblance between fact and fiction 
would seem end. The first person the novel the 
son mill-worker, and the Greek priest presum- 
ably celibate. 


The plot three-in-one story. tells the very 
tender, albeit sometimes over-sexy romance young 
Tony Varinakis with Marika who almost found herself 
married prosperous Greek many years her senior. 
tells the marriage Tony’s older brother Mike 
the Irish girl Sheila, union beset with many difficulties 
and heartbreaks because his father’s bitter oppsition 
his marrying someone from outside the Greek com- 
munity. tells the all too human weakness their 
pastor, Father Kontoyannis, who sincerely tried 
good man God day, but who was man 
fleshly desire night. 


But the dominant character, the one who gives unity 
this tripartite plot, the man you will remember 
longest when you have finished reading, truly one 
the great characters modern fiction, “Pa” Varinakis, 
the “Lion” the title. the widowed father 
Mike and Tony, and long-time friend Father Kon- 
toyannis. His proud spirit that brooks opposi- 
tion his will, yet sentimental sort that wins 
one’s sympathy and affection. 


The book brims with humor and life and lyric beauty. 
has also its moments pathos and sadness. You 
will probably read through one sitting, and enjoy 


every minute it. 
Rev. Ira Still, 


Mentor, Ohio 


Spinatelli, Carl Baton Sinister 
Little, Brown. June 25,1959. 424p. $4.50. (IIb) 

April night 1512 Marco Doria, cousin the 
famous Andrea, was attempting join his inamorata, 
Louise Roche-Coire, the latter was about give 
birth their illegitimate child. Ambushed and fatally 
wounded the villainous Stilo Fieschi, Marco sends 
his faithful servant Maso tattoo the Doria arms upon 
the shoulder the infant that could always 
identified Doria. Finding dead child- 
birth, Maso, giving out that the child had also died, 
spirited the infant Marco Doria Pisa where was 
reared trained the arts gentleman with the 
sole idea revenge when the proper time arrived. 
Only Simone Doria, from whom had the neces- 
sary funds, did Maso reveal that the child existed. 


Developing the spitting image his father and with 
all the characteristics the early 16th Century Italian 
Renaissance gentleman, Marco, still ignorant the 
instigator his father’s death and knowing his bas- 
tardy because the bar sinister across his tattooed 
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coat-of-arms, yearned only earn the right his 
name. the machinations Simone and Maso 
was given place ensign the band Captain 
Vittorio Salvagi, who served the great Andrea, now 
returned power Genoa. There fell love 
with Elinda Salvagi and was recognized Stilo Fieschi 
who immediately determined his death. 
During expedition against the notorious Barbary 
pirate, Barbarossa, Michael was wounded Fieschi 
the height successful engagement and was captured 
the corsairs. For months served Algeria 
the slave Kasim ,an agent provocateur the Sultan. 
When Kasim engineered the Turkish capture Tunis 
Marco escaped and returned Genoa where re- 
ceived full recognition Doria and finally learned 
Fieschi’s role his father’s death. The story cli- 
maxes when Marco leads the Genoese the capture 
Tunis while the same time enticing Fieschi into 
trap where Marco can take final revenge. course, 
honor, wealth, glory and Elinda become Marco’s por- 
tion story’s end. 
lush adventure-romance Baton Sinister offers little 
value save escape reading. heavily interlarded 
with profanity, has some rather vulgar obscenity, fea- 
tures two lurid sexual interludes and condones mur- 
der, violence and revenge. such, though would 
not harm intelligent adult reader, there seems little 
reason recommend anyone. 


Kenedy. June 18,1959. $3.75. 


hauntingly beautiful story small boy’s acquisi- 
tion courage, learns the Real Presence 
the Blessed Sacrament and sees the willingness the 
men around him sacrifice everything for religion, 
this anonymous English Dominican nun tells the tale 
the Prayerbook Rebellion which the 
common people Cornwall and Devon rose de- 
fense the Old Religion against the innovations 
Somerset tnd the Council who were ruling the name 
the boy King Edward. 

The story told the person Michael Penlee, 
neglected twelve-year-old son Jennifer, the green- 
eyed “healer” Helston, the Cornish village from 
which the action begins. the son the woman 
whose stews cast pervasive stink throughout the en- 
tire village, Michael more less ostrasized save 
Richard the Smith, whose person symbol the 
sturdy Cornishman, and the Master, monk whose 
monastery has been suppressed and who teaches Mich- 
ael his letters. Neither these, however, perceive the 
terror which grows the lad’s heart sees those 
around him preparing give their lives rather than 
submit the dictates Protector Somerset concern- 
ing the abolition the Mass and Reservation and 
the substitution what was develop into the Eng- 
lish Book Common Prayer. Finally, despera- 
tion, Michael flees with itinerant peddler escape 
impending doom. 

The author traces masterfully and almost chronicle 
form the events 1548 and 1549 which Cornish- 
men and Devonians entered their first, protests and 
then rose body begin march London, much 


Best SELLERs 


the spirit the earlier Pilgrimage Grace, lay 
before their young King the petition for the retention 
religious rights. Step step she carries them 
through the summer days 1549 under the leadership 
Humphrey and Arundell they move the 
Exeter where they were met Royal troops, 
Michael had fled the peddler, when the latter had 
attempted entice him spy against the Cornish for 
the Protector, and had joined the men Helston, 
While serving Arundell begins realize the real 
meaning the Real Presence, especially 
standing the meaning the parable the Good Shep. 
herd. As, through instruction and the reception 
First Holy Communion, came learn that did 
not face death danger alone, love drove out his 
fear and during the inevitable defeat and dispersion 
his comrades willingly gave his life save some 
them from massacre. 


Written with deep understanding the Cornish 
people that last outpost the Age Faith and 
perceptively embodying the humor humble, 
fearing people, Storm Out Cornwall mos 
craftsmanly done story their final struggle for the 
Faith, their inevitable destruction and their 
tent with God’s Will which would seemingly have 
them ground down the rubble packed under the 
foundation what would eventually become 
built Church. poetic and symbolic story 
age, based upon firm historical background, can 
well recommended every class reader. 


Oldenbourg, Zoe The Chains Love 
Pantheon. June 12,1959. 327p. $4.50. (IIb) 


This sequel The Awakened, which was story 
young lovers the Paris the late ’Thirties, is, one 
pained report, largely disappointing. Elie, the young 
Russian emigre, rather son Russian emigres who 
had fled the terrors the Revolution after World 
War has been concentration camps, escaped, 
Russians, and finally, after much trouble 
vincing the Americans that was Frenchman, has 
returned Paris. Stephanie, the young Jewish girl 
who had sacrificed her love for Elie support her 
widowed father the time the incarceration all 
Jews 1940 Paris, has become close friend 
older painter Aron, and mother Elie’s daughter. 
Eventually the two meet and the torment their early 
love revivified. But Elie more than thick-headed 
and rather stupid young fellow, attracted the most 
speciously romantic sort argument the Communist 
cause; and Stephanie, though acknowledging the 
macy first love, finds herself more and more attracted 
the gentle Aron. But Aron has first love, 
and that his painting. eventually makes choice 
his art before Stephanie, and the end Steffie has 
accepted security the protection older 
trialist whom she does not love. Elie left completely 
the cold. 


Miss Oldenbourg seems have abandoned the his 
torical novel which she made such great eclat; both 
this and its predecessor the modern scene show that 
she novelist the grand manner. Stephanie 
great-granddaughter Anna Karenina, though Elie 
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hardly the Vronsky tradition. But the interminable 
talk, the reportage daily minutiae may taken 
the Russian manner Tolstoi. Somehow, how- 
ever, the daily minutiae lose all cogency when they are 
reported such length about such inconsequent and 
unsympathetic people are those who surround the 
three principal characters. One gets second-hand 
view the art-world Paris; but the art world 
the emigre, something special and more than little 
alien. orchidaceous growth rather than one 
rooted native soil. Alien corn not always 
convincingly nutritious that home grown. But for 
the adult reader, this may prove rewarding, 
times, tedious experience. 
Grady, 


Owen, Jack The Beach Bums 
Coward-McCann. June 25,1959. 192p. $3.75. (IV) 


The cover blurb says this novel and that the 
only claim this work has put any classification. 
another one the collections immature thoughts 
that publishers are pouring the unwary but eager 
reading public. first novel—again the publishers 
advertising—written the young author who spent 
several years Hawaii and presumably well ac- 
quainted with the characters and locale about which 
writes. 

Roger Anderson, young author, goes Hawaii 
1953 for peace and quiet, write—but the climate, the 
beaches, and his own personality prove too much for 


creative effort and becomes beach bum, one 


who surfs lies the beach all day, drinks most 
the night and sleeps with anyone available for the 
hours left. The bed companion may female male. 
Supposedly, Roger fights with his better self throughout 
the story and although still the beach the 
end, are led believe that has seen the light 
and will return the continue his career. 
There can literary value the tale people 
who exist these do, and the only ones interested 
reading such story will those people. The lan- 
much the book dialogue—is vulgar 
and objectionable. view the sketch the author, 
this may well his view Hawaii but having spent 
some time there, this reviewer knows there more 
appreciable side our Fiftieth State. 

The dedicated the author’s mother and “To 
Dorothy, who that she had not! 


John Cullen, Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Sullivan, Walter The Long, Long Love 
Holt. May 11,1959. 255p. $3.95. (IIb) 


medieval ballad, The Daemon Lover, inspired the 
writing this second novel Walter Sullivan, mem- 
ber the English faculty Vanderbilt University (not 
confused with the Times correspondent 
the same name). Set contemporary Tennessee, The 
Long, Long Love discreet and quiet disclosure 
the life and times one Horatio Adams, middle-aged 
exponent Southern gentility. Happily married, father 
two children, Horatio had every reason happy. 
But the thought death began obtrude itself and 
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the consciousness continuity between his ancestors 
and himself became even more vivid when medi- 
tated the grave his grandfather, General Adams 
the Confederate Army, resting heroic splendor 
the local cemetery. Horatio became one, quote 
Cowper, who does not himself, when dying, 
know nor what is, nor wither he’s go.” After 
twenty-seven years marriage, Nancy his wife calm- 
and gracefully commits suicide, thus escaping the 
ennui life with Horatio. was that she wished 
spare Horatio any pain which might occasioned 
the sight her slow, painful death result 
possible malignancy Horatio finds relief for his anguish 
second marriage with Emily, girl much younger, 
about the same age his son Tavean. Again, his 
peculiar obsession with death dominates his life, be- 
coming intensified each time visits his grandfather’s 
grave. are reminded Maurice Barres whom 
said that “standing his father’s grave, realized 
the continuity between his ancestors and himself, 
well what called the claims the soil.” 
what appears crucial point the narrative, 
vandals deface stone marker his grandfather’s 
grave, symbolic the conflict between the present and 
the legacies the past. his rage, Horatio resolves 
transfer the body the heroic General Adams from 
the town where had been profaned his own estate. 
Unfortunately, the grave diggers found body the 
great Confederate hero. fact, upon investigation, 
Horatio shocked learn that his venerable grand- 
father was indeed son Adam and had definite feet 
clay. His daughter’s fiancé discovers that the late 
General was hero, but victim his sexual pas- 
sions and privately killed the son the woman 
whose virtue had been attacked. This disclosure coin- 
cides with Emily’s decision run off with Tavean, 
resulting the tragic death the latter, and the final 
awakening Horatio reality. The novel concludes 
with Emily’s return Horatio and blissful exist- 
ence their Tennessee home where their long, long 
love will blossom once more the land magnolias 
and Southern Comfort. 

Mr. Sullivan has written novel pleasing style and 
gives evidence the native talents displayed Sojourn 
Stranger, his first novel. Although there are inci- 
dents potentially great dramatic value, chooses 
underplay them displaying certain remoteness from 
actuality and personalized experience. Sexual matters 
are treated with delicacy, for the most part, and with 
genteel propriety. there one feeling this reviewer 
had, was one complete detachment regarding 
Horatio. One neither likes nor dislikes him. His pallor 
seems reflected the other characterizations 
which would suggest the conclusion that The Long, 
Long Love book for one those long, long summer 
days—preferably under overcast sky. 


Edmund Byrne, 
College Misericordia, 
Dallas, Pennsylvania 


Jacobson, Dan The Zulu and the Zeide 
Little, Brown. June 247p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Dan Jacobson shows real ability some the pieces 
this volume; but apparently has not written 
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enough good stories make large collection 
sustained excellence. This book gives the impression 
genuine talent stretched too thin. 


Mr. Jacobson sometimes uses the technique indirec- 
tion, not stating attitudes explicitly but letting them 
manifest themselves gradually, and his best 
when this technique functions well. does “The 
Zulu and the Zeide,” the story which gives its name 
the whole volume, “The Pet,” and Long 
Way from London.” all these the author builds 
sets sympathies and antipathies which bring crises 
into plain and ordinary lives. The stories are pro- 
foundly satisfying. Sometimes, however, the technique 
not quite adequate; there one story, called “The 
Antipodes,” which the clash between man and 
mistress never clearly defined and the solution all 
too pat. Sometimes Mr. Jacobson departs from his 
best technique and explicit can be, using 
blunt statement theme wrap the story into 
neat package devoid imaginative appeal dwelling 
mental attitudes order make the most 
very slight crisis. This exploitation minor incidents 
has been perfected people who write for the New 
Yorker, which Mr. Jacobson has appeared and to- 
ward which seems constantly aiming; but 
difficult and treacherous method and when fails, 
does Day the Country” and “The Bur- 
den,” the resultant story very flat indeed. 

understandable that Mr. Jacobson, being both 
Jew and South African, should acutely conscious 
conflict between races; but should careful not 
introduce the doctrine equality way that 
painfully didactic and trite. Statements which once 
appealed because they had not been uttered previously 
they should have been are now worn that they 
have lost their ring. 

may indicative only Mr. Jacobson’s own artistic 
preoccupations but may also indicative trend 
that there not one straightforward love story these 
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fifteen. only four the stories does sex appear and 
does not permeate them; appearance, however, 
both obtrusive and slightly aberrant—thereby, 
pose, setting some sort mark for collections this 


kind. 
William Hill, 


Clemons, Walter The Poison Tree 
Houghton, Mifflin. June 217p. $3.50. 
Walter Clemons brilliant young writer. Among 
the stories appearing this collection, “The Poison 
Tree” won the Benjamin Franklin Award “for the best 
short story published American magazine gen- 
eral circulation 1957,” “The Dark Roots the 
Rose” appeared the 1957 Foley Collection “The 
Best American Short Stories” and Summer Shower” 
appeared the 1958 Engle Collection “Prize Stories: 
The Henry Awards.” 


Most these stories are set Texas and many 
them are obviously biographical, yet they cover wide 
range subjects and experiences. “Nana 
bean,” the author captures the sensations experienced 
little boy during summer vacation when time seems 
stand still; the wonderful 
sense understanding for adolescent boy and 
Summer Shower,” remarkable compassion 
for lonely middle-aged women; and “The Common 
Night,” several generations family are revealed 
with sympathetic objectivity they await the death 
grandmother. 


“The Dark Roots the Rose,” legend, Mr. 
Clemons’ ability storyteller, and “The Poison 
Tree,” story disturbed, troubled women, his ability 
literary craftsman are apparent. very brief 
story, Grief,” where every word made count, 
his technical ability apparent. 


spite the sadness many the stories this 
collection, Mr. Clemons able (at the same time) 
amuse his readers the “Merrymakers” and “The 
Common Night” and even delight them “Nana 
Shellbean” and “The Butcher’s Daughter.” 


Many readers will await with interest future work from 
this versatile, new author. 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
Clue-Works 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Erle Stanley Gardner has come with another 
The Case the Mythical Monkeys, (Morrow, 276p, 
$2.95; IIa). fascinating story that revolves around 
lady novelist with companion who just cannot 
real, and young man who there the cabin 
minute and all gone the next. Gardner fans will loveit 
was reluctant read Kelland’s The Case 
the Nameless Corpse, (Harper, $2.95; When finally 
did, loved much any other. Takes you oil 
catting the northern weave 
romance and murder into unbeatable combination 
Constance Cornish’s Dead Winter, (Simon and 
Schuster, $2.95; IIa), atmosphere 
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the lonely house with the suddenly discovered 
corpse, and runs the gamut all the odd balls you 
expect. But better than most this sort Dolores 
Hitchens’s The Watcher, (Doubleday, $2.95; 
the same generation. But think that The Watcher 
captures More terror quiet way than does Cornish 
her brooding. the classical story the homi- 
cidal maniac, but fresh. 


The Last Escape, (Doubleday, $2.95; novel 
which Lorac decided write not only mys- 
tery, but also novel. think missed both. You 
may like you have tedious month off and have 
$2.95; IIb), Chandler Nash’s entry into the spook 
detective derby the month. Sets out bus trip 
with lot very strange characters, one particular, 
and gets him killed off jig time. Good summer read- 
ing... Death Artist, Stephen Gardiner, (Ives 
Washburn, $2.95; IIa), set London. fellow who 
needs killing killed, and jolly boy named Edward 
Blake sets out pursuit the killer. First novel, with 
lots fine dialogue. 


Ong, Walter 
American Catholic Crossroads 
Macmillan. May 19,1959. 160p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Father Ong, who has already surveyed the frontiers 
American Catholicity, now undertakes appraise 
that Catholicity its contemporary setting. 
formidable task which has assumed, and 
achievement that with felicity and facility expression 
encompasses much succinctly. this en- 
deavor, however, will startle not annoy some 
his readers, for does arrive some conclusions and 
argues from some assumptions which may not 
acceptable those the laity and the clergy whose 
intellectual frontier does not rise above the rut con- 
ventional thinking. 


What Father Ong urges, and what might considered 
theme his work, that dynamic Catholicity 
needs come grips with the world, particularly the 
American world. developing this theme, evalu- 
ates Catholicity, analyzing its political, social, educa- 
tional and spiritual spheres. the process, de- 
molishes some fondly held myths which have fostered 
Catholicity. also challenges any thinking 
American Catholic, and demands that much that 
has been held sacrosanct American Catholic life, has 
discarded the Church fulfill her mission 
among the citizens the United States. 


The role the religious-secular dialogue pluralist 
society specifically assayed, and its utility recom- 
mended, especially since ours age communica- 
tion. proposed one the effective means 
brave the frontier misunderstanding which separates 
non-Catholic and Catholic Americans. 


The unique contribution Father Hecker and the 
aulists the American apostolate also examined, 
with particular stress upon the fact that Father Hecker 
and the Paulists, following the tradition Saint Paul’s 
Missionary activity well adhering the typically 
American character their congregation, were Cath- 
they could and American they should 
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be. They are acknowledged exemplars the 
American apostolate. 


Theology, especially the American Church, ar- 
raigned for not keeping pace with the evolution and 
development secular knowledge. Some incisive criti- 
cism and comment made this treatment which 
undoubtedly will jar those who subscribe static 
rather than dynamic creative theology. 
American Catholic education, too, surveyed and al- 
though not found deficient, does admit con- 
siderable need for readjustment the secular, Ameri- 
can educational scene. Father Ong’s main complaint 
that American Catholic education has not been pro- 
ductive enough. With what Father Ong terms “uni- 
versity” theology rather than pastoral theology much 
this defect could remedied. 

Finally, this reviewer feels that Father Ong’s book can- 
not adequately criticized appreciated. has 
read, for even its sentences are pregnant with 
stimulating thought which cannot appraised 
brief critique. should read both the clergy 
and the laity who are seeking new frontiers cross 
furthering the mission Christ’s Church among men. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Leasor, James The Clock With Four Hands 
Reynal. June 18, 1959. 314p. $5.00. (IIa) 


What looks like running history World War II, 
seen from London, turns out just another gen- 
eral’s memoirs jazzed capable British journalist 
Leasor. The general: Sir Leslie Hollis the Royal 
Marines, secretary the Joint Planning Committee 
the British Chiefs Staff from 1939-45, top Churchill 
aide who sat all the big meetings, went all the 
big conferences. 

Sir Leslie confesses his foreword, the book “simply 
while had direct responsibility for the plans made 
the decisions reached, formed own judgment 
about them and the men who made them.” far 
judgments go, the general can said pro- 
Churchill: the book dedicated Sir Winston, “the 
greatest Englishman all,” and contains little that 
would indicate was less. While Sir Leslie chari- 
table all times, other Englishmen not come off 
well, (especially Field Marshal Sir Alan Brooke, 
wartime chief the Imperial General Staff); and 
Americans fare worst all. 

While buttressed with personal respect and gratitude, 
Sis Leslie’s opinion Franklin Roosevelt world 
diplomatic leader roughly that right-wing mid- 
west Republican. FDR repeatedly pictured 
over-confident, naive charmer, surrounded confused 
“liberals,” who practically single-handed blundered the 
Soviets into world power while Churchill stood help- 
lessly the background wagging his head. Certainly 
true that FDR overestimated Stalin’s good faith, 
and that Allied leaders all nationalities made serious 
errors the closing months the war. But when Sir 
Leslie uses chiefly one source, Felix Wittmer’s The 
Yalta Betrayal, for evaluating FDR’s behavior Yalta, 
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the cards surely have been stacked. The truth, one 
feels, more complicated. 


Far more intriguing the account the dispute over 
the Second Front, leap into France directly toward 
the heart Germany, which the Americans favored 
early 1942. Sir Leslie naturally supports the 
Churchill position that the attack should have been 
postponed until success was sure, was, with the 
consequent adventures North Africa and Italy. 
not much the short shrift gives the American 
arguments, which perhaps deserved short shrift, but 
the patronizing air that continually depicts the English 
sophisticated and the Americans down-cheeked 
Rover Boys, that irritates most. Yet kind when 
could have been justifiably cruel: treads lightly 
the Italian blunder, when the Americans went half- 
heartedly into Italy, completely innocent the strategic 
implications later foray into the Balkans, then 
withdrew the cream their strength for southern 
France when complete, dearly bought victory was 
sight. 

Sir Leslie’s views about the high strategy the war are 
interesting but only another informed opinion 
controversial matters now debated chiefly historians. 
Particularly rewarding for the lay reader are the per- 
sonal insights and anecdotes the men who directed 
Britain’s war effort: Beaverbrook, Montgomery, Bevin, 
Mountbatten, and the Americans, Marshall, Eisen- 
hower, Patton. Sample items interest: delegates 
Teheran consuming tons meat and 1500 cigars; 
Patton refusing discuss the North Africa landings 
with the admiral directing his fleet troopships, bra- 
vado resulting American naval guns shelling our 
own troops; Churchill, like huge porpoise, bobbing 
playfully under his bathtub water while aide read 
him secret reports. 


Sir Leslie’s book gets its title from the clock London’s 
“Hole the Ground” general headquarters, dutiful 
clock that gave the time both London and Washing- 
ton. makes the point that our leaders are more 
human, often, than care realize, and that the 
man rare who knows, really knows, what time is. 


James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Turner, John Frayn Invasion: 
Putnam. June 25,1959. 248p. $3.95. 


Fifteen years ago the morning June 1944, the 
Western Allies launched one the greatest invasion 
operations, not indeed the greatest, ever launched. 
That was the long-awaited cross-channel attack the 
bastions Fortress Europa. The vast scale which 
this attack was planned and prepared and put into 
execution would have daunted less determined writer 
than Mr. Frayne. will probably the first admit 
that could not include everything, but chose put 
much could the accounts into his almost 
hour-by-hour account what happened, from the time 
day was actually chosen, until the venture was proved 


effort describing the crucial hours the first landings 
and the hell the beaches. takes us, too, into the 
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“high allied war councils” but only for long enough 
indicate the the invasion would take. The top 
level anxiety that grew into breathless suspense when 
the first day proved unsuitable because 
conditions unforeseen; the diversionary tactics 
fuse the German defense; the critical landings the 
paratroops and glider-borne troops behind the lines 
the coast; the numerous tragedies resulting from high 
seas and mined areas are all here. Mr. Frayne 
relied not only official documentary reports, 
also eye-witness accounts many who took par 
the adventure both sides. Someone else 
someday have tell the story the almost miraculoy 
secrecy that shrouded the vast preparations and the 
almost unbearable tension that gripped every one 


Britain that first day, with the King himself urging 


all the churches remain open all night June 
and all pray earnestly for the success the invasion, 
All readers will find this thrilling account mighty 
blow delivered against heavily weighted odds. 
mended adult readers. 


Remak, Joachim Sarajew 


Criterion. June 28,1959. 301p. $5.00. (Ila) 

play-by-play, day-by-day account the plotting and 
intrigue that eventuated the assassination Arch 
duke Francis Ferdinand and his wife Sophie the 
Bosnian town Sarajevo June 28, 1914, and the 
consequent trial which, more than the murders, pre 
cipitated World War The study made Dr. Remak 
seems thoroughly documented and lists his 
sources from pages 263 294. index makes 
ence easy, and there are numerous photographs. 


Cameron, James 1914 


Rinehart. June 15,1959. 278p. $3.95. 

historical narrative depicting almost everything 
importance that happened that year, 1914 told from 
the viewpoint Englishman and European and has 
clear repercussions that echo down our own day. 
That was the year which marked “the end many 
things which were bad and more things which were 
good”; or, paraphrase the words Sir Edward Grey, 
was the year when the lamps were going out all 
over Europe, never lit again.” 

There the visit the British Fleet the German 
Naval Review Kronstadt and Kiel where, 
the very moment when German captain was boasting 
that “war between would like civil war,” 
Serbian student named Gavrilo Princip was firing two 
shots into the Archduke Francis Ferdinand Austria 
and his consort the small Balkan town 
And thus began the greatest war the world had ever 
seen that time; and from that moment nothing 
has ever been quite the same was before. 
Gathered together this volume are such items the 
Irish Question which kept Ulstermen and Home Ruler 
loggerheads the English Parliament; the problem 
Turkish neutrality and the Suez Canal; the 
ride General Gallieni and his “taxi-cab army” 
meet the Germans the Marne; the case 
Louis Battenberg, First Sea Lord the Admiralty 
and His Majesty’s Royal Navy for 
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who was forced public opinion resign and change 
his name Mountbatten. There the story Mr. 
Churchill, “the brilliant and erratic amateur”; ex- 
cellent analysis the Schifflin Plan. Then the destruc- 
tion and wastage naval steel and blood the oceans 
the world; the horror, stagnation, filth end ennui 
trench warfare; the origin the steel helmet which 
was accepted “reluctantly and even derisively”; the 
frst bombing troops and cities from the air with 
steel darts and “incendiary disks”; the fabulous triumph 


Mr. Cameron purports reporter for the London 
News-Chronicle and one, our knowledge, has 
called him scholarly historian. But after reading 
1914, book that should have been written long ago 
and one that few could have done better, are ready 
accept him both scholar and historian. writes 
the kind history like read. 


1914 recommended all: older readers will find 
and perhaps, times, unpleasant nostalgia; 
younger readers will find vivid and interesting ac- 
count that strenuous age when the Old World blew 
form another and different era that has never 


left us. 
John 
University Scranton 


Burnham, James 
Congress and the American Tradition 
Regnery. May 25,1959. 363p. $6.50. 


The author states that his publisher, Henry Regnery, 
first had the idea for this book personal “political 
philosophy.” For this the publisher deserves much 
book that attempts political philosophy 
the level tried James Burnham probably will not 
make money. Yet libraries, graduate students and pro- 
fessors should have available them this work 
example the relative depth perception and thought 
one our leading ultra-conservatives, probably the 
most intellectual the editors The National Review. 


For this work the author has relied heavily the 
Federalist Papers and other writings the early days 
our republic. doctoral training Fordham was 
largely this field and neither professors nor my- 
arrived the interpretations James Burnham. 
subsequent studying and teaching 
American governmental institutions have led 
conclusions opposite those the author. 


true that, the past century and half, history 
has seen the development larger governmental ad- 
ministrative bodies and stronger executives this 
all other major western nations. Most commentators 
agree that this has been accompanied improve- 
ment the political and social environment that 
has given individuals greater opportunities well 
securities. The author, however, sees these changes 
the loss liberty. For him the basic 
question today whether Congress can survive“ 
autonomous, active political entity with some measure 

power, not merely rubber stamp, name 
and ritual, echo powers lodged elsewhere.” 

question also phrased “Can constitutional gov- 
can liberty survive the United States?” The 
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author concludes that the survival Congress and 
liberty possible, but not probable. must 
find way concentrate essentials its principal 
energies must deciding major issues policy, not 
the critique details.” Hence Congress must pass 
only large lump sum appropriations. Apparently the 
only way fight the growth administrative agencies 
and executive power remove even more areas 
governmental decision from Congressional control. 


believe that the author was guilty shallow fallacious 
reasoning when was Marxist and Trotskyite, and 
that the quality his intellectual performance has not 
substantially improved with his embrace conserva- 
tism. this reviewer’s opinion there danger that 
the unsophisticated reader might misled into fun- 
damental misunderstanding American political his- 
tory and institutions the author’s many references 


and pedantic style. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx, New York 


Page, Stanley Lenin and World Revolution 
New York University. May 19, 1959. 252p. $5.00. 


Professor Stanley Page has spent some time studying the 
role Lenin leader the so-called World Revolu- 
tion. presents his conclusions this book. The 
record shows that even 1901-1902 Lenin considered 
the Russian proletariat “the vanguard the inter- 
national proletarian revolution.” This premise defined 
Lenin’s revolutionary strategy the years before and 
during World War and continued after the 
fall the Russian monarchy when, after brief interim, 
the Communist Party came power. 


During the civil war (1917-1920) Lenin tried solve 
not only Russian internal problems but also world prob- 
lems beginning with European revolution. sup- 
port these general theses, Professor Page has amassed 
some rich materials and has organized them well. 


1957 the Moscow Academy Pedagogical Sciences 
republished Lenin’s article “On Our Revolution” which 
had first appeared Pravda May 30, 1923. There 
Lenin stated, remember that Napoleon wrote, ‘First 
necessary get involved serious struggle; then 
one can did get involved serious struggle 
October, 1917, and later saw such details develop- 
ment the Brest Peace Treaty NEP (New Economic 
Policy), etc.” (cf. Lenin People’s Education, Mos- 
cow, 1957, 428). Hence, the general approach the 
book substantiated. The Brest-Litovsk Treaty was, 
for Lenin, but maneuvre international policy and 
NEP maneuvre internal policy, both details “in 
serious struggle.” 


The book, however, not completely free errors and 
shortcomings. The author used Soviet sources chiefly, 
and among these preferred Party materials. This dis- 
tracted his attention from other source material. 
would say, for example, that the description the 
dramatic change Lenin’s policy world revolution 
the autumn 1920 needs additional sources 
complete. There were more than ten peasant rebellions 
the country that time. The most serious, the 
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Antonovsky rebellion, began just the time when the 
triumphant offensive the Red troops Poland got 
under way. Even study the available general Soviet 
literature offers material for better characterization 
this problem peasant revolts. 
Similarly, German sources would have cast more light 
the internal political situation that country. The 
communist leaders had hoped that German workers 
would support Soviet Russia the critical days the 
battle for Warsaw. 
times, too, Professor Page’s statements fail clinch 
his argument because his uncritical use memoirs. 
asserts, the basis Trotsky’s Life, that “His 
(Lenin’s) New Economic Policy was every 
essence the plan Trotsky had earlier devised” (p. 186). 
Again, the basis Zetkin’s memoirs, the author 
says that almost all the Soviet experts disagreed with 
Lenin the autumn 1920 (p. 185). Yet, despite 
these and other small errors (Lenin wasn’t exiled 
the Lena, but the Yenisei River region, xiii), the 
book has value all its own the field. 

Constantine Krypton, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Viscardi, Henry, Jr. Give the Tools 


Taplinger. June 25, 1959. 266p. $3.95. (I) 


One the most frightening aspects the life the 
handicapped person the realization that has 
limited, any, employment possibilities. This book 


about one man’s fight provide both employment 
the severely handicapped and prove their ability 
function adequately the job. 

Henry Viscardi, born legless, founded Inc., 
fantastic venture employment for the handicapped, 
starting 1952 with four employees 
among them only five good arms and one good leg. 
This factory today does million-dollar annual busi- 
ness with 300 handicapped employed. His tremendous 
fight keep this effort from becoming another sheltered 
workshop, the hopes, dreams, failures and victories 
its people are all told incisively this book. Out 
this establishment has Human Resources Cor- 
poration, research center disabilities, which bids 
fair match its parent organization due time. This 
story that inspiration and guide any in- 
terested concerned with the employment the 


disabled. 
John Baldi, 
University Scranton 


Murtagh, John and Sara Harris 
Who Live Shadow 
McGraw-Hill. May 25,1959. 207p. $4.50. 


The exact extent drug addiction the seems 
difficult ascertain, with estimates ranging from 
60,000 300,000. business, its take estimated 
four hundred million dollars, all illicit. That 
not confined any age level social group seen 
from the victims who come before the courts, 
particularly New York, where the problem espe- 
cially acute. 
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Under present laws, both sellers and users are 
imprisonment. Few any the important 
the nefarious narcotics trade are even arrested, 
that the courts see small-time pushers and peddlers 
but mostly they see the addicts. Since the law, 
interpreted Narcotics Commissioner Anslinger, 
bids physicians treat addicts with drugs, they 
the underworld for their treatment. England, 
addicts get maintenance doses through legal and 
cal channels. 


Judge Murtagh, whose experience New York bring 
him contact with many addicts, proposes his book 
whole new way for the treat the addict and 
thus dry the illegal traffic drugs. Instead the 
present two federal facilities for treatment, recom. 
mends such facilities set all major cities. 
dicts would committed such hospitals for 
two months for medical and psychiatric 
vocational training and rehabilitation. 


The real departure from present practice would see the 
addict continue his hospital treatment after 
with maintenance doses narcotics supplied cos 
tapering-off schedule. For the incurable 
the Judge suggests minimum maintenance doses. 


Commissioner Anslinger, who terms the addict “an 
immoral, vicious, social leper,” opposed any such 
procedure, his therapy being arrests and imprisonment 
failure this method curb the growing problem 
addiction, Judge Murtagh feels his approach would 
bring some fresh air into rather fetid situation. 


The major portion this book given over some 
detailed stories addicts and their addiction. 
Mafia pointed out the chief source supply, with 
case histories the reputed heads the dope racket. 


Whatever one may think Judge Murtagh’s 
ments, they are worthy serious consideration 
concerned with addiction: both the medical profession 
and the federal government. the book does 
thing get such consideration from those concerned, 
will have served most useful purpose. 


Baldi 


Astaire, Fred Steps Time 
Harper. June 338p. $4.95. 


When Fred Astaire bounded forward receive 
Emmy after another and turn the television 
program into one man show, was almost impossible 
believe that this debonair gentleman with the 
less feet had been electrifying audiences since 1917. 
arrive the top the theatrical heap and 
toe-hold there for over forty years amounts 
class miracle “show-business”; Mr. Astaire not only 
accomplished this difficult feat but gives every 
tion holding his position for another decade 
was inevitable that, sooner later, would 
compelled write the story his life and, since 
had little experience with this form expression 
refused the services “ghost,” Steps Time not 
precisely literary gem! However, although writ 
ten the intimate, chatty style popularized gossip 
columnists, the book reflects less egotism and more 
than one usually finds autobiography this 
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The greatest single influence Astaire’s career was 
that his sister, Adele. Before she was six year old 
she had demonstrated unusual talent and the Astaire 
family moved from Omaha New York 
might study with outstanding teachers. Although Fred 
had particular desire dance took lessons with 
Adele and soon was pressed into service her partner. 
For several years the children toured the vaudeville 
circuits developing the skill and style that was cap- 
ture Broadway 1917 and make them the darlings 
New York and London for over decade. 

1931 after closing The Band Wagon, one their 
greatest hits, Adele retired from the stage and married 
Charles Cavendish. Since she had been the most 
gifted and popular member the team, Fred’s career 
was jeopardy. decided was good time 
movies and with his bride took off for 
Hollywood. There met Ginger Rogers and for the 
next eight years they danced together through miles 
When Ginger began playing dramatic roles Fred 
found himself without partner but this time 
decided play the field and for his pictures chose 
the best dancers could find. While was working 
with Leslie Caron, Audrey Hepburn, Cyd Charisse and 
others, television beckoned but Astaire did not accept 
the challenge offered until 1958. Then with Barrie 
Chase presented “dance bash” and proceeded 
blow the tops off all known rating gadgets and become 
the “hottest property” the business. However, the 
gntleman from Omaha, New York and Hollywood 
insists knows absolutely nothing about the history, 
philosophy evolution the dance and states em- 
phatically don’t know how all started and don’t 
want know. have desire prove anything 
expressing myself. just dance.” And that has been 
more than enough keep the customers happy for 
forty odd years! 

you are avid Astaire fan are curious about the 
private lives celebrities Steps Time for you. 
However, most people will discover that much 
more exciting watch Mr. “A” dance than 


read about his life. Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, 


Roosevelt, Mrs. Theodore Day Before Yesterday 
Doubleday. June 478p. $5.95. 

Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., used preface her lec- 
tures with the self-introductory remark that she was 
one the Roosevelts Oyster Bay, “the out-of-season 
her memoirs she has set out rectify 
the situation much possible. lady-like re- 
straint she never mentions the “in season” Roosevelts 
unless necessity demands it, as, for example, when her 
husband was Governor General the Philippines 
1933 and someone asked him what relation was 
the President the United States, answered “Fifth 
cousin about-to-be-removed.” Rather, her approach 
and the purpose these reminiscences 
Present the public portrait her husband, one 
America’s “unsung heroes,” who was handicapped first 
his father’s position and later, his cousin Frank- 
eminence the other side the political fence. 
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Teddy Roosevelt, Jr., was man varied interests and 
great ability. was daring and resourceful soldier, 
hero World Wars and II, who received just about 
every Medal his country had offer. Between these 
two highpoints fitted life active public service 
and, when the political winds blew cold, life high 
adventure. After World War was elected the 
New York Assembly where served until was 
appointed Assistant Secretary the Navy. 1924 
ran against Smith for the governorship New 
York and was defeated, fact which his wife disputes, 
believing that was counted out Tammany who 
had “to change only about 54,000 (votes) defeat 
Ted.” Lack voting machines New York made 
this simple thing do, according Mrs. Roosevelt 
Later, during the Hoover administration served 
brilliantly Governor, first, Puerto Rico and then 
the Philippines. 

After his defeat 1924 Roosevelt and his brother, 
Kermit, organized shooting expedition Central Asia 
for the Field Museum Chicago successful search 
for group the Ovis poli, the wild sheep discovered 
Marco Polo. 1928 led another expedition for 
the Field Museum. And again, 1935, when the 
Democrats were firmly entrenched and all possibility 
public office gone for T.R.Jr., was off South 
America hunting jaguars. was exhilirating and 
rewarding life and rounded out with return 
the European battlefield 1942. There, not long after 
magnificent display bravery the invasion 
Normandy, died heart attack. 


Mrs. Roosevelt (her name Eleanor too) was not 
stay-at-home wife. During the first World War she 
went France for the Y.M.C.A., order near 
her husband. World War she worked for the 
Red Cross England. between, she went all 
the Asiatic jaunts and apparently kept meticulously 
detailed diary them, for human being could 
simply remember what she had eat many coun- 
tries, and what she saw and bought many shops. 


But when she writes the early days New York 
and Sagamore Hill the book charming 
talgic. And when she writes her energetic and 
gifted husband she most convincing. Perhaps some- 
day, thanks loving and articulate life, Theodore 
Roosevelt will come into his own. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Rovere, Richard Senator Joe McCarthy 
Harcourt, Brace. June 17,1959. 280p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Richard Rovere has written what will probably the 
definitive description the personality and position 
Joe McCarthy American political folk lore. Even- 
tually more scholarly studies will published, but 
they are not likely change substantially the perspec- 
tive here presented. This book will certainly become 
controversy itself, but its point view will prob- 
ably prevail. 

Rovere portrays McCarthy nihilist, essentially 
destructive force, revolutionist without any revolu- 
tionary vision, rebel without cause, screamer, 
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political thug, exploiter popular fears, first-rate 
organizer and manipulator mobs; heavy drinker 
(but without any discernable effects until the last year 
his life), brilliant and frequent poker player; 
follower the horses and one often saw him 
running over the day’s form sheet while Roy Cohen 
confounded and crushed the generals and com- 
manders. .”); spectulator soybeans futures with 
funds donated for “the fight for America”; champion 
liar who lied vividly, with bold imagination, wild aban- 
don and the teeth truth; faker incapable 
understanding moral indignation those who opposed 
him and those falsely denounced; essentially inno- 
cent moral considerations and essentially amoral 
neurotic with drive for personal publicity. 

Rovere states that built coalition—of men 
and women not deranged but deeply affronted vari- 
ous tendencies over the preceding two three decades 
toward internationalism, and, particular, toward 
closer ties with the British, toward classlessness; toward 
the welfare sent much smoke 
that many normally not gullible believed that there 
must fire beneath all. formed “secret 
seditionist cabal” government workers who illegally 
supplied him with confidential data, violating the 
espionage laws turning over secret intelligence 
McCarthy who was not eligible receive it. 


Cathy turn, passed his staff, two members 
which had sought and been refused clearance 
examine classified material. 

Although the Wheeling speech which launched Mc- 
Carthy his crusade covered some detail, this 


not intensive recitation all the details all the 
controversies. For example; when McCarthy identified 
Lattimore “the top Russian espionage agent” the 
United States, stated willing stand fall 
this one.” When the evidence was in, McCarthy 
admitted had basis for the espionage accusation. 
For the purposes this book the author correctly omits 
the intervening testimony, which could analyzed for 
volumes, but different conclusion. have some 
familiarity with most the McCarthy controversies 
and concur with the author’s portrait general. 


This book does have some excesses its own, especially 
when Rovere hints homosexuality with innuendos 
which admits are unprovable. the sharpness 
and vividness style, however, that will make this 
book effective the formulation our political 


folk lore. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D. 


Mazo, Earl 
Richard Nixon: Political and Personal 
Portrait) 

Harper. June 309p. $3.95. (Ila) 


There are two factors which argue against this book 
being merely campaign biography. appears over 
year before the next presidential election; and admits 
page that Nixon uses the “malignant innuendo” 
fighting for votes. all other counts, however, 
this book standard, well-executed piece political 
possibly intended for fighting for Republi- 
can nomination for President. That part the elec- 
torate which reads books already aware that Nixon 


Best 


the most effective hatchet man the 
Party, especially since the senatorial 
and death Senator McCarthy. 


This more partisan than personal political 
There brief review Nixon’s family 
religious, poor, industrious. The future 
worked hard boy, attended the Quaker church 
“one form service another four times 
and several times during the week,” played the organ, 
and taught Sunday School. was brilliant 
dent college and graduated third his class 
Duke University’s law school, which attended 
highly competitive full-tuition scholarship. served 
his country well wartime, for short while 
bureaucrat the OPA and then officer the 
Navy where “became known the only sane and 
sensible poker player the South Pacific.” 


Meanwhile 1945, group businessmen secured 
the nomination Nixon attempt unseat Demo 
cratic congressman Jerry Voorhis, who had been office 
since 1936. Murray Chotiner was the chief professional 
Nixon’s campaign organization then 
1950 when Nixon defeated Helen Douglas his elec. 
tion the Senate. Chotiner was expert “dirty 
fighting” that later gave detailed lecture party 
functionaries under national 
the various the “malignant innuendo” well 
mastered his prize student, Nixon. Neither 
ner nor Nixon originated these techniques; 
were they more effectively and thoroughly used than 
Nixon’s defeats Voorhis and Douglas and 
later campaigns the national scene. The author 
merely scratches the surface Nixon’s ruthlessness 
these campaigns, mentioning that Nixon was not the 
first use these methods and stressing how 
fighter Nixon contrast his professed Quaker 
background. 

Nixon’s great service his country exposing Alger 
Hiss well described, the confusion when the 
Nixon fund was publicly disclosed during the 
campaign. one point Nixon had dictated his 
nation from the ticket. However, there critical 
analysis the ethics such fund, Nixon’s con 
duct, even his famous Checkers speech his own 
defense. Yet this book is, whole, excellent 
position the inner workings the Republican Party 
insofar Nixon’s public career concerned, well 
his various tours abroad, especially Latin 


While attempting portray Nixon close 
sional associate President Eisenhower, this 
better described when “Nixon asked columnist 
close Eisenhower’s staff call Augusta and explain” 
one his unfortunate foreign policy speeches. Much 
dry executive committees effort stress the 
breadth and depth Nixon’s executive experience; 
but most informed observers believe these mere 
window dressing and not much substantive value. 


So, this may effective campaign biography which 
may persuade the unwary reader that Nixon has 
sufficient education, especially through his own 
takes, prepare him for the presidency. This 


does 
which 
dent 


Random 
Words 
people 
slippery 
have 
the 
Waldo 
dozen 
careers 
his own 
fundam 
quicksa 
them. 
career 
tion 
one. 


Weak-v 
was 
gence 
which 
bility 
dece 
essentia 
police 
such 
the bas: 
significa 
tion 


his succ 
den, 
gaining 
without 
The 
tion 
practice 
tions 
author 
glossing 
suitable 


Tomlir 
Devon-A 


Portrait, 
for 
Sunday 
class 
led 
served 
ile 
the 
ane and 


secured 
Demo 
office 
fessional 
his 
party 
than 
Nixon’s 

author 
sness 
not the 


Quaker 


Alger 
the 
1952 
resig- 
critical 
own 
Party 
well 
merica. 
profes 
umnist 
Much 
mere 
alue. 
which 
had 
viewer 
n’s 


(who) 


1959 


does not have within his conscience those scruples 
which the country has the right expect the Presi- 
dent the United States.” 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D. 


Crichton, Robert The Great Impostor 
Random House. June 23,1959. 218p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Words taken from that popular song “To fool the 
people his only thought, But though he’s 
slippery soon gets caught,” which many 
have heard the “Groaner” sing often, could well 
the theme this tale the career Ferdinand 
Waldo Demara who labored prodigiously under 
dozen aliases convince people that was someone 
better than really was. religious, physician, 
teacher, prison warden began half-dozen different 
careers only have each run aground the shoals 
his own character weakness, founder the rocks his 
fundamental incompetence become entrapped the 
quicksand falsehood upon which had initiated 
them. Even with its inevitable failures the story the 
career this man, who wanted admiration and adula- 
tion any cost, both fantastic and fascinating 
one. 

Weak-willed and incompetent though was, Demara 
was possessed definite amount native intelli- 
gence and shrewdness well certain crude skill 
which enabled him take advantage human gulli- 
bility and manipulate documents such way 
deceive temporarily those who rely more upon the 
goodness man than upon the methods 
police investigation. was able “paper” himself 
such way that most people would accept him, 
the basis these forged credentials ,as genuine. 
significant, however, that even elementary investiga- 
tion would usually expose his impersonation. 


Oddly enough, each career Demara achieved some 
good and showed some talent which, had been 
rightly and thoroughly developed, would have assured 
his success and happiness. physician, teacher, war- 
den, did carry out many his duties successfully, 
gaining the liking and repect many people, and that 
without formal training any these fields. 


The author concludes that Demara’s career reflec- 
tion upon the looseness credential transmission 
practiced many institutions this country today. 
Demara concludes that his career has accomplished 
some good that has forced people and institu- 
tions tighten these loose practices. Though the 
author somewhat favorable Demara, especially 
glossing over rather lightly the moral consequences 
many his misdeeds, the the whole, 
suitable account fantastic career and should 
interesting adult readers. 
L.N. 


Tomlinson, Edward Look Southward, Uncle 
Devon-Adair. June 26,1959. 369p. $6.00. (Ila) 


news correspondent long standing and considerable 
stature, Tomlinson disturbed the broad areas 
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ignorance the United States far the 
twenty Central and South American republics and 
their 175 million inhabitants are concerned. This book 
his effort remedy this unfortunate situation, and 
employs both the factual and didactic approaches 
the attempt. 

Certainly the reader will learn many things and gain 
entirely new perspective our sister American na- 
tions. Tomlinson’s charge that geography slighted 
North American education gained much validity for 
this reviewer witnessed his own misconceptions 
concerning the topography, the resources, the people 
these areas being exposed and destroyed. True, 
there are occasional hints that the author may have 
“over-debunked” many our cherished stereotypes; 
but such corrective error nowhere near serious 
fault the superficial and usually uncomplimentary 
picture replaces. 

Tomlinson strikes this reviewer being better re- 
porter than editorialist. gets the impression that 
the major premise any syllogism develops relates 
Communism term that apparently broadly 
which admits may may not true bemoaned 
because furnishes new fuel for Communist fires. 
Similarly, labor unions, student groups, and all sorts 
“leftist” groups are, one feels, bit too easily dismissed 
tools the hands Communist conspirators. This 
not question the fact that Communist infiltration 
goal and danger; but this should not outweigh 
the fact that these various groups address them- 
selves thoroughly legitimate goals and purposes 
their own right. completely contrary emphasis 
given Tomlinson the activities the great S.- 
owned economic empires that are often the object 
“leftist” attacks. does give thoroughly effective 
presentation the many good things that have been 
accomplished through the offices such businesses 
the United Fruit Company, Grace and Co., etc.; 
but there tendency play down the rather obvious 
fact that most these benefits were motivated, not 
sheer altruism, but calculated desire preserve 
increase productivity and profits. Perhaps the most 
telling point against his over-all rosy view his fre- 
quent emphasis upon the high profit potential in- 
vestments “south the border.” His resume 
Church-State relations dictator-ruled countries leaves 
much desired (perhaps the most significant omis- 
sion the fervent clerical praise exploited the Tru- 
jillo propaganda outlets). fact, the whole question 
the wisdom supporting fascist regimes com- 
promised the author’s application the “anything 
opposed Communism justified” rule-of-thumb. 


Nevertheless, despite these reservations, the general 
worth this book and the intention behind deserve 
the widest audience. There questioning the basic 
thesis Tomlinson advances: time that gave 
thought devoting greater share the interest and 
aid have historically lavished primarily upon Europe 
and Asia these very important neighbors the 


South. 

Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Lewis, Oscar 
Five Families. Mexican case studies the 
culture poverty. 

(With foreword Oliver Farge.) Basic Books. June 
16,1959. 351p. $5.50. 
This anthropological study, popularly presented, 
current urban life Mexico reflected verbal 
photographage one day’s living each five fam- 
ilies, all whom had their origin the same rural 
community. The jacket calls account “the 
anthropology poverty” which accurately depicts the 
contents noted that one the five families has 
risen from poverty riches but still reflects, through 
its mores, its lowly origin. 

Five Families supplements the author’s earlier Life 

Mexican Village which the author developed 

important technique for ethnological reportage. 

This the minute and nearly possible total observation 
the daily life single family households community 
and related series communities. From Tepoztlan, 
the Mexican village the book just mentioned followed 
Tepozteco families that had moved Mexico City. the 
course this, made findings that have caused important 


changes anthropological concepts the changes inherent 
the shift from rual urban (La Farge, Foreword, 


vii). 

Lewis’ technique emphasizes individual observation and 
reporting rather than accumulations anthropological 
sociological data with subsequent hypotheses and 
conclusions. 

The carefully and interestingly recorded results 
Lewis’ observations the lives these five families 
great significance since these individuals are per- 
haps typical eighty per cent the world’s popula- 
tion. The data will disheartening all but the 
hardiest urban planners and missioners. The results 
will give the newly developing students parish 
sociology, did Fichter’s Southern Parish, many dis- 
concerting moment when they read the prevalence 
superstitition and the lack true religious spirit 
any the five families. Perhaps here one might 
question Lewis’ choice families which seems have 
been made entirely from the economic viewpoint. 
Further, none the “typical,” shall substitute 
“composite,” days Sunday fiesta day. The 
impact primarily socio-economic. Being neither 
anthropologist nor versed current Mexican life the 
reviewer has way judging further the content, e.g., 
whether the double standard sexual life, with the 
male dominant and promiscuous and the women sub- 
missive but also tolerant extra-marital unions, 
typical. Throughout demonstrated the materialistic 
impact American (U.S.) products, such the radio 
and TV. Scientific judgments must come from the 
specialists. found interesting and worthwhile for 
enlarging the vision the urban life the poor. 


Eugene Willging, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington, 
Habig, Marion The Franciscan Book Saints 
Franciscan Herald Press. June, 1959. 1006p. $12.50. 


This volume represents complete re-editing and re- 
printing lives men and women whose dedicated 
services their fellowmen out love for God was 


inspired and nurtured the spirit St. Francis 
Assisi either religious life Franciscan tertiaries 
lay folk the Third Order. The volume contains 
“life saint” (or blessed servant God), 
appropriate meditation and prayer for each day the 
year; all documented valuable appendices and 
index. Recommended for family reading. 


Willis, William Damned and Damned Again 
St. Martin Press. May 29, 1959. 180p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The hell-hole prison colony the Maroni River 
French Guiana, known the infamous Devil’s 
longer exists. was dynamited the end 
War and given back the jungle result 
indignant French public opinion. But William Willis 
chronic wanderer and adventurer has told here the 
history his quixotic decision rescue innocent 
man condemned there and his hazardous 
which, fact, succeeded rescuing Bernard Carnot, 
who later fell fighting for France the fighting before 
Strasbourg. continually exciting tale, grisly and 
gruesome more often than not. Mr. Willis 
his adventure, but rather for sake interest than 
theatricality. Adult readers with preference for the 
unusual and grim will find frequently hair-raising 
with photos. 


Barber, Noel The White 
Crowell. June 205p. $4.50. 


This news reporter’s account the now 
polar exploration, already chronicled The 
Antarctica Sir Edmund Hillary and Dr. Vivian 
Fuchs, (cf. vol. 18, no. 22, Feb. 15, 1959). Barber was 
one the British correspondents who accompanied the 
expedition and his account the 
work, personality problems, and the rigors 
communication and survival complements the othe 
work. The illustrations black and white photography 
are not compelling those the 
volume. But The White Desert has the advantage 
greater readability, less authenticity. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 

The Human Condition Hannah Arendt, (Anchor 
A-182, $1.45; study the central dilemma 
facing modern man,” and for the student 
rather than the general reader Erving 
The Presentation Self Everyday Life, 
A-172, $0.85; first printing, not reprint, and 
again for the more mature, even scholarly 
History Begins Sumer Samuel Noah Kramer, 
(Anchor 175, $1.45; IIa), finds “firsts” man’s 
corded history, including first schools, first hymns, firs 
tax reductions, shade trees, gardening, and what 
reported “first religious and political ideas.” 
trated with pages photographic plates. Adult 
readers will find interesting Edna St. Vincent 
Millay’s poems have been “collected” into two 
volumes the Washington Square Press Book series 
from Pocketbooks, Inc. Collected Lyrics, 
$0.50; and Collected Sonnets, (W-551, 
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which omits mention the sequence “Epitaph 
the Race Man.” Both might better labelled 
rather than “collected.” The Complete 
Poetry and Selected Prose Walt Whitman has been 
Houghton, Mifflin’s Riverside editions, (A-34, 
IIb); James Miller prepared the edition... 
The Renaissance Walter Pater Mentor book, 
(MD-265, $0.50; IIa), something classic stylis- 
tic writing. 

George Cable’s stories old Louisiana, edition 
Arlin Turner, titled Creoles and Cajuns, 
(A-179, $1.45; I), addition the Anchor 
that will please students American folklore 
and literature and amuse the general reader The 
Meaning Art Herbert Read surveys art history 
and discusses the criteria art appreciation, with 
photographic plates, (Penguin A-213, $1.25; 


Conze (Penguin L-88, $0.95; III), will 
interest chiefly students Eastern culture 
lewis’ The Screwtape Letters, ($0.75 IIa), has been is- 


paperback Macmillan, possibly the beginning 
reprint the short autobiography written some 
years before the success his novel, Doctor Zhivago; 
with are three (or four) short stories and 
afew his poems; Babette Deutsch supplies intro- 
ductory essay, (Signet D-1669, $0.50; The 15th 
New World Writing, (Mentor MT-260, $0.75; 
also contains Pasternak story, Canto John 
translation Purgatorio and other samplings 
fiction, poetry, prose contemporary known and 
writers. 


Mystery and Suspense: 


psychological study than thriller, (Dell D-279, $0.35; 
Ill; cf. 170, vol. 18) The Trouble With Fidelity 
George Smith, (Dell 999, $0.25; IIb), mixes 
adultery, embezzlement and murder none too 
avory dish Agatha Christie’s Murder the Links, 
(Dell D-286, $0.35; I), reprint 1923 Poirot 
Trigger Mortis Frank Kane, (Dell D-280, 
IIb), features rough, tough Johnny Liddell an- 
other murder-cum-blackmail mixup Gentle 
Murderer Dorothy Davis becomes No. the 
Great Mystery Library, (Dell 286, $0.35; IIa) 
The Color Murder Julian Symons, (Dell 296, 
IIb), triangle and square are 
Dickson Carr, old reliable, gives one the most 
and tantalizing mystifiers the month, Fire 


Bum, (Bantam A-1847, $0.35; IIb). 


Sweet Cheat “first edition” tale about “nice 
girl” Peter Duncan, (Dell A-162, $0.25; IV), 
and worthless the characters The Hours 
After Midnight Joseph Hayes, (Bantam 1848, $0.25; 
lla; cf. 146, vol. 18), chiller-thriller Three 
mysteries expert Margery Allingham are reprinted 
paperback for aficionados Penguin. All 
three are rewarding, priced higher than ordinary: 
Mystery Mile, (Penguin 761, $0.65; Coroner’s 


and Traitor’s Purse, 


Pidgin, (Penguin 736, $0.65; 
(Penguin 772, $0.65; The interminable and 
intolerable Mike Shayne stars re-reprints old 
Dell issues, (which used dime, way back): 


Dividend Death, (D-283, $0.35; IIb) Marked for 
Murder, (D-291, $0.35; IIb) and Dead Man’s Diary, 
(D-292, $0.35; IIb), which last also contains another 
short one, Taste for Cognac.” 

Westerns and such: 


Bunch Quitter Chad Merriman, (Balalntine 315 
$0.35; first printing slugging and gun- 
slinging match between cowhand returned his land 
and assortment baddies. Leans heavily vio- 
lence The Savages Peter Dawson first print- 
ing, too, tale five tough brothers united against 
whole Western community; but it’s hard say which 
side the good, which the bad, (Bantam 1984, $0.25; 
IIa) Stewart Edward White’s Ranchero, (Dell F-85, 
$0.50; I), dates from 1933 and apparently this the 
Brown seems better than average the “gun-law” 
framework, (Dell A-183, $0.25; incidentally, this 
also “original” Trail Town Ernest Haycox 
the fourth time Dell numbering since 1941, 
(D-290, $0.35; third time around for Brand 
Empire Luke Short, (D-289, $0.35; and 
why his Marauder’s Moon, (Dell B-130, $0.35; 
now called “first edition” when has been serialized 
and was #70 previous Dell reprint, one seems 
new reprints, however, (Dell 1000, $0.25; I), and 
tells the revolt the youngest the cattle-raising 
O’Dares against his eldest brother’s iron rule The 
Horse Soldiers Harold Sinclair, based historical 
Civil War episode known Grierson’s Raid, comes 
out time parallel the release the film, (Dell 
F-26, $0.50; IIb; cf. 36, vol. 15). 

General Fiction: 


The Five Pennies Grady Johnson, (Dell B-128, $0.35; 
I), novelized version the movie script about jazz- 
man Red Nichols and his family Darby O’Gill 
(and the Little People) Lawrence Watkin novel 
from the scenario the Walt Disney Productions film 
soon released, (Dell A-181, $0.25; Alice 
Hobart’s This Earth Mine the film title for 
1943 novel about California wine-growers, “The Cup 
and the Sword,” (Dell F-80, $0.50; cf. March 
Ben Hur Lew Wallace, (Pocketbook 
GC-75, $0.50; I), obviously reprinted match the 
release the new multi-million film the still great 
biblical The Bramble Bush Charles Mergen- 
dahl, (Bantam F-1968, $0.50; IV), boasted first 
printing last year being hotter than “Peyton Place,” 
but turned out pretentiously dull. well laun- 
dered and bleached version (not this one) being 
made into movie Embezzled Heaven Franz 
Werfel, (Dell F-78, $0.50; IIa), the story the at- 
tempt made old Viennese cook buy her guar- 
antee salvation and too released now match 
the release the movie version The Mouse That 
Roared Leonard Wibberley, (Bantam A-1882, $0.35; 
armed soldiers backward and small kingdom who 
scare the Manhattan people out their wits, mis- 
taken for Martians. This now being filmed. 

Madame Bovary Gustave Flaubert, (Bantam AC-35, 
$0.35; III), added the Bantam Classics; although 
the Index, surprisingly innocuous compared 
some modern fiction, e.g., “Peyton Place,” sim. Stu- 
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dents literature who are Catholic should request 
read this Sophie Geoffrey Wagner, 
(Dell D-297, $0.35; III), historical novel about 
London tart taken France enhance the 
the Bourbon restoration the 19th century 

Girl the Beach George Albee, (Dell 
$0.35; IV), very light and very dull stuff about sum- 
mer beach bummers and amazingly feminine ap- 
proach ... The Raw Edge Benjamin Appel about 
the New York waterfront, (Dell F-81, $0.50; IIb; cf. 
42, vol. 18) Lover’s Point Lee another 
novel about San Francisco’s Chinatown author 
The Flower Drum Song, (Dell B-285, $0.35; IIb; cf. 
53, vol. 18) Kim Rudyard Kipling, (Dell 
$0.35; I), adventure classic justly beloved 
readers all ages Frank Slaughter’s surgical 
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story Daybreak came out fresh just over year 
(Pocketbook M-4730, $0.35; cf. 102, vol. 


collection short stories Robert Penn 
titled from the first the collection, The Circus 
the Attic, (Dell F-82, $0.50; Great Tales 
Action and Adventure, edited George Bennet, 
(Dell LB-126, $0.35; I), contains dozen stories 
different author Allan Villiers edits Great 
Stories, (Dell LB-127, $0. 35; I), some tales 
writers Conrad, McFee, Jan Hartog and 
himself, among others The popularity the 
anese movie and later Broadway stage version 
Rashomon probably sparked the publication 
lection stories Rynosuki Akutagawa, under 
title, translation Tagashi Kajima, 
AC-42, $0.35; IIb). 
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